Incidence and clinical characteristics of chronic pulmonary thromboembolism in Japan compared with acute pulmonary thromboembolism: results of a multicenter registry of the Japanese Society of Pulmonary Embolism Research.
The incidence of acute pulmonary thromboembolism (APTE) in Japan is quoted as being extremely low compared with the United States, and the incidence and clinical characteristics of chronic pulmonary thromboembolism (CPTE) in Japan is unknown, so this study investigated these aspects of CPTE in 309 patients with APTE and 68 patients with CPTE. The ratio of the incidence of CPTE to APTE was 0.22 and there was no significant difference in age or sex between the APTE and CPTE patients. All of the predisposing factors for pulmonary thromboembolism, except for thrombophilia, were more frequently seen in the patients with APTE. There are some differences in the incidence and clinical characteristics of CPTE compared with APTE between Japanese and American patients in Japan, suggesting that the pathogenesis of CPTE in Japan may differ from that in the USA.